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1. Clarence Action Network is concerned that under the current Council’s administration, community 
members have been given limited opportunities to express their views on the use and development of
land owned or controlled by Council until well after developers have become involved. If elected, 
what steps will you take to ensure that community consultation about the divestment of public land 
becomes a permanent and essential part of the planning process in Clarence, before development 
proposals are fully formulated?

 I will work with the community to ensure that any Expression of Interest (EOI) aligns with 
community expectations, and limits development to much more clearly specified criteria. For 
example, if the community is looking for a small-scale sympathetic development, the EOI 
should not include “Conference Centre” as an option. Consultation and engagement must 
happen at the earliest possible stage, not after a Development Application has been received 
and there’s no opportunity to change the design.

 2. At a packed public meeting about the proposed hotel development for Rosny Hill Nature Reserve, 
a motion to establish a dedicated public consultation unit within the Clarence Council was 
unanimously carried. Do you support this as a priority for the new Council?  What do you believe 
should be the priorities for such a unit to improve council/community consultation processes across 
all of its activities and responsibilities?

 Yes, I strongly support this. We could achieve so much in Clarence if we worked with the 
community. I would establish a community engagement and consultation framework involving
council staff, elected representatives and members of the community. There are so many 
passionate, well-informed and active community groups with excellent local knowledge. I 
would draw on this expertise and review the Clarence City Strategic Plan (2016-2026) to 
ensure it aligns with community expectations.

 3. Clarence Action Network supports the establishment of a long-term strategy to protect, conserve, 
and manage public land and facilities across the municipality to enhance the health and well-being of 
residents and maintain habitats for significant flora and fauna. Do you support this objective? What 
action would you take to propose and develop strategies to achieve this goal?

 I have been a long-term campaigner for the protection of our natural environment. I also care 
about our heritage buildings and the protection of the places that make Clarence special. I 
support sensitive, sustainable development that enhances our local recreational areas 
without locking us out or damaging the fragile ecosystems. I will work with the community to 
develop and implement a long-term management strategy that places the well-being of 
residents and our environment before profits.

 4.  What new initiatives are you eager to champion if you are elected and why do you see these as 
important to the future of the Clarence community?

 Clarence can do much better in the way we manage our waste. By improving our recycling 
and introducing organic waste collection we can significantly reduce the 50% of landfill that is
currently made up of food waste, and generate local jobs whilst reducing council overheads. I 
strongly support Tom Allen’s plan to introduce affordable solar panels for low-income 
families, and would work towards installing solar panels on council buildings to reduce power
costs.


