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1.    Clarence  Action  Network  is  concerned  that  under  the  current  Council’s  administration,
community members have been given limited opportunities to express their views on the use and
development  of  land  owned  or  controlled  by  Council  until  well  after  developers  have  become
involved.  If  elected,  what  steps  will  you  take  to  ensure  that  community  consultation  about  the
divestment  of  public  land  becomes  a  permanent  and  essential  part  of  the  planning  process  in
Clarence, before development proposals are fully formulated?
 

Our city deserves developments that are sensible, sustainable and strategic.

Clarence needs well defined development guidelines that provide clarity and confidence for
the community as well as certainty for developers. If public land is part of the application, the 
guidelines must require extensive community consultation at specified ages of the application
consideration / approval process.

2.    At  a  packed  public  meeting  about  the  proposed  hotel  development  for  Rosny  Hill  Nature
Reserve, a motion to establish a dedicated public consultation unit within the Clarence Council was 
unanimously carried. Do you support this as a priority for the new Council? 

 
What  do  you  believe  should  be  the  priorities  for  such  a  unit  to  improve  council/community
consultation processes across all of its activities and responsibilities?
 

Open,  honest  and  transparent  communication  is  essential.  I  wholeheartedly  support  the
establishment  of  such a  unit  and any other  reasonable  measures that  enhance Council’s
capacity to  communicate effectively with stakeholders.

Presently, social media platforms are not leveraged effectively by Council and this ought to be
a first-step priority.

More importantly, Aldermen have a clear responsibility to engage widely with and within our
community to ensure Council represents the views and aspirations of residents.

3.    Clarence Action Network supports the establishment of a long-term strategy to protect, conserve,
and manage public land and facilities across the municipality to enhance the health and well-being of
residents and maintain habitats for significant flora and fauna. Do you support this objective?

 
What action would you take to propose and develop strategies to achieve this goal?

 We have a lifestyle that is second to none and I fully support a strategic approach to ensure
all that makes Clarence so special, is enhanced and protected for future generations.
 
To assist with the development of  this strategic approach, it  ought to be one of  the first
priorities for the freshly minted ‘public consultation unit’.
Clarence is blessed with such a wonderful diversity, that development of this strategy should
involve as many stakeholders as possible. It provides an ideal opportunity to partner with
schools so that our young gain an understanding and appreciation of both our rich history
and environment, and gain a sense of ‘ownership’ of the strategy as we, as a community,
responsibly plan for the future.
 



4.  What new initiatives are you eager to champion if you are elected and why do you see these as
important to the future of the Clarence community?

Ensure quality sporting facilities are available to all residents – regardless of age and stage;    

Collaborate with Metro and the State Government to ensure our public transport needs are
being met effectively;                              

Ensure our existing parks and public spaces are well maintained, and the development of new
open-air public spaces that encourage / entice residents to utilise;     

An immediate program to beautify / rectify our road verges – for many visitors, we are the
gateway to the state and for residents, this type of program has been proven to ‘lift pride in
the  community’  with  a  corresponding  desire  to  replicate  high  standard  of  care  and
presentation of private lands (as well as boost property values).


