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1. Clarence  Action  Network  is  concerned  that  under  the  current  Council’s  administration,
community members have been given limited opportunities to express their views on the use
and development  of  land owned or  controlled  by  Council  until  well  after  developers  have
become involved.

 
If elected, what steps will you take to ensure that community consultation about the divestment of
public land becomes a permanent and essential part of the planning process in Clarence, before
development proposals are fully formulated?

I  ,  like others, am committed to ensuring that there is community consultation before any
public land is divested. Those processes may be different depending on whether the land is
owned by Council/Crown or is more widely public land. 

The processes that  were undertaken for  the release of  land at  Kangaroo Bay was widely
advertised through the process from the Master Plan to the Expression of Interest and the DA.
Given the number of comments / representations received I find it difficult to argue that the
community consultation was not made possible. 

There is obviously a statutory process under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act in
relation to development proposals which we must all abide by whether they are for decks in a
back yard or a development on public land. 

 2.    At  a  packed  public  meeting  about  the  proposed  hotel  development  for  Rosny  Hill  Nature
Reserve, a motion to establish a dedicated public consultation unit within the Clarence Council was
unanimously carried.

Do you support this as a priority for the new Council? 

 
I would be interested to see how it would work, and what the costs would be. As the officers
are currently reviewing the consultation strategy, I would be interested to see how this would
fit with best practise consultation. 

What  do  you  believe  should  be  the  priorities  for  such  a  unit  to  improve  council/community
consultation processes across all of its activities and responsibilities?
 

The  current  issues  appear  to  be  mainly  around  the  planning  approvals  and  DA
consultation so it would be interesting to see how this can be value-added 

 3.    Clarence  Action  Network  supports  the  establishment  of  a  long-term  strategy  to  protect,
conserve, and manage public land and facilities across the municipality to enhance the health and
well-being of residents and maintain habitats for significant flora and fauna.

Do you support this objective?

Definitely - Council already has a number of strategic areas where we consider this, examples
include the individual reserve management plans, the Community Health and Wellbeing Plan,
work undertaken by the Tracks and Trails committee and Public Open Space requirements
and plans. 



What action would you take to propose and develop strategies to achieve this goal?
 see above 

4.  What new initiatives are you eager to champion if you are elected and why do you see these as
important to the future of the Clarence community?

 Some initiatives I would like to see championed include:
- the Beacon project  (currently being developed for  Richmond)  extended to other historic
areas in the City
- a focus on how we can reduce landfill in practical ways that make sense to people and are
practical to undertake
- not new but a continued focus on the Community Health and Wellbeing Plan as I believe
preventative  health measures are  very  important  to  the long-term of  the community  both
physically and mentally
- work with the Youth Network (recently made a special committee of Council) to start on the
Youth Plan.
- consideration of new council premises including a civic / cultural centre for Clarence


