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1.    Clarence  Action  Network  is  concerned  that  under  the  current  Council’s  administration,
community members have been given limited opportunities to express their views on the use and
development  of  land  owned  or  controlled  by  Council  until  well  after  developers  have  become
involved.

 
If elected, what steps will you take to ensure that community consultation about the divestment of
public land becomes a permanent and essential part of the planning process in Clarence, before
development proposals are fully formulated?
 

The Strategic Plan 2016-2026 under the heading Governance & Leadership contains the
goal ‘to provide leadership and accessible, responsive, transparent and accountable
governance of  the City’.  This  type of  governance has been sadly  lacking in  recent
years.
 
I  think  the  stewardship  of  public  land  is  such  an  important  responsibility  of  local
government that there should be Immediate enactment of a council by-law mandating
specific activities for wide and true community consultation about any development
proposal for land owned or controlled by Council.
 

Public land controlled by Council must be valued for more than its dollar worth and
cherished  for  more  than  its  economic  potential  -  as  green  space,  opportunity  for
exercise and communing with nature, benefits to mental health, and habitat for birds,
animals and plants.

The next question deals with community consultation about public land divestiture as
part of the planning process.

2.    At  a  packed  public  meeting  about  the  proposed  hotel  development  for  Rosny  Hill  Nature
Reserve, a motion to establish a dedicated public consultation unit within the Clarence Council was
unanimously carried. 
Do you support this as a priority for the new Council? 

 I support this as top-priority.
What  do  you  believe  should  be  the  priorities  for  such  a  unit  to  improve  council/community
consultation processes across all of its activities and responsibilities?
 

The  Council’s  own  Community  Participation  Policy  has  not  been  adhered  to.   To
remedy  this,  I  support  the  immediate  appointment  of  a  Community  consultation
unit/officer(s) to ensure the appropriate consultation process is followed and to provide
this  in  report  form  to  both  Council  staff  and  Councillors  well  before  the  approval
process under LUPAA is begun by the Council sitting as a planning authority.
A  community  consultation  unit  as  an  in-house  entity  would  replace  the  ad  hoc
engagement of external consultants to provide so-called ‘community consultation’. It
could begin by ensuring a strategy or policy exists to guide appropriate community
consultation across all council’s activities and responsibilities.

3.    Clarence Action Network supports the establishment of a long-term strategy to protect, conserve,
and manage public land and facilities across the municipality to enhance the health and well-being of
residents and maintain habitats for significant flora and fauna.

 
Do you support this objective?

Yes I do. I am a committed environmentalist and believe that human residents of our
municipality (and not only the Council aldermen and staff) have a responsibility to care
for and protect its flora and fauna
 



What action would you take to propose and develop strategies to achieve this goal?
 As  a  matter  of  urgency,  a  10-year  Public  land  management  strategy  should  be
developed,  which  would  address  the  needs  of  flora  and  fauna  as  well  as  human
residents and would encompass climate change policy and included in the annual plan,
consistent with the Strategic Plan 2016-2026.

 
4.  What new initiatives are you eager to champion if you are elected and why do you see these as
important to the future of the Clarence community?

1. Council should initiate the formation of a municipality-wide residents' association to
provide  a  direct,  personal  conduit  between  Aldermen  and  their  community,  in
accordance with the Council's Community Participation Policy (which firstly needs
updating). My research has disclosed a number of localised residents’ associations,
each  with  varying  degrees  of  access  to  Council  staff  and  Aldermen.  Some  are
stronger and better-supported than others and there are localities within Clarence
without  any resident association.  The number of  disputes and disgruntled groups
angry  with  the  Council  at  present  bears  testament  to  the  failure  of  effective
communication between Council and ratepayers.

2. Be  more  inclusive  with  the  Aboriginal  community,  which  would  include  the
appointment of an Aboriginal heritage officer.

3. Advance voluntary amalgamation with Sorell municipality.
4. Limit of a 3-term maximum for Aldermen. – long enough to avoid ‘short-termism’ but

short enough to avoid staleness.
5. Repeal the Public Places By-Law 2018. There is no need for this draconian piece of

legislation, clearly aimed as stifling dissent.


