
Candidate ---------- Luke EDMUNDS

1.    Clarence Action Network is concerned that under the current Council’s administration, 
community members have been given limited opportunities to express their views on the use and 
development of land owned or controlled by Council until well after developers have become 
involved.

 
If elected, what steps will you take to ensure that community consultation about the divestment of 
public land becomes a permanent and essential part of the planning process in Clarence, before 
development proposals are fully formulated?
 

I’m running for Council to help repair the disconnect between residents and CCC. Councillors 
should be a conduit between the people and the administration arm of Council.

Project applications and development processes should be open and transparent. I support 
processes to ensure earlier and more thorough consultation.

When people feel like deals are stitched-up behind closed doors, they lose faith in their 
representatives and the project.

That lets down residents but it also can mean projects that will benefit the community lose 
their social licence.

2.    At a packed public meeting about the proposed hotel development for Rosny Hill Nature 
Reserve, a motion to establish a dedicated public consultation unit within the Clarence Council was 
unanimously carried. 
Do you support this as a priority for the new Council?  
What do you believe should be the priorities for such a unit to improve council/community 
consultation processes across all of its activities and responsibilities?
 

The 12 aldermen, Mayor and Deputy Mayor should be the primary “public consultation unit”. 
That is their job. That said, I support improved community consultation processes within the 
council and I'll keep an open mind as to how this should be achieved. CCC could look to other
Councils to learn from them and adopt processes that work well in other places.

3.    Clarence Action Network supports the establishment of a long-term strategy to protect, conserve,
and manage public land and facilities across the municipality to enhance the health and well-being of 
residents and maintain habitats for significant flora and fauna. Do you support this objective?

 
What action would you take to propose and develop strategies to achieve this goal?

Yes. We have to get the balance right between the environment and investment.
If elected I would be keen to work with members of the community, other councillors, council 
administration and key stakeholders - including community, environmental and business 
groups - to ensure that when we do have investment opportunities in our area, we do it in an 
open and transparent manner and it aligns with the values and priorities of the community.

 
4.  What new initiatives are you eager to champion if you are elected and why do you see these as 
important to the future of the Clarence community?
I want to be part of a council that's relevant and in touch with the people it represents.

I’ve proposed weekly recycling pickups in school holidays to take the pressure off and I want 
to see a thorough review of footpaths and general access in Clarence so that all residents can
enjoy what we have to offer. We should ensure investment in playgrounds reaches all 
suburbs.

I want to ensure Clarence remains a great place to live as my kids grow up.


