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1.    Clarence Action Network is concerned that under the current Council’s administration, 
community members have been given limited opportunities to express their views on the use 
and development of land owned or controlled by Council until well after developers have 
become involved.
 
If elected, what steps will you take to ensure that community consultation about the divestment
of public land becomes a permanent and essential part of the planning process in Clarence, 
before development proposals are fully formulated?

 

As the presenter at the recent public meeting of a resolution to develop a Consultation 
Unity with the Staff at the Clarence Council it is extremely obvious that the lack of 
consistency of approach to the Community is lacking and need a total review.  With 
open and transparent engagement and consultation with the Community prior to any 
developments orchestrated by the Council would bring the Community with Council in 
making decisions. I would have the appropriate officers engage in the IAP2 Federation 
using the Public Participation Spectrum of Informing, Consulting, Involving 
collaborating and Empowering.

 

2.    At a packed public meeting about the proposed hotel development for Rosny Hill Nature 
Reserve, a motion to establish a dedicated public consultation unit within the Clarence Council
was unanimously carried.  Do you support this as a priority for the new Council? 
 
What do you believe should be the priorities for such a unit to improve council/community 
consultation processes across all of its activities and responsibilities?

The answer to 1 above assists in answering this question however I am suggesting that
any works by Council affecting the residents or community at large should be accessed
via an internal process to ensure all the boxes are ticked. It should not be left up to any 
one individual or area within the Council being Officers or Elected member to determine
if the process has been followed.  While a process it does not replace the final decision 
making power of the elected members of the Council, community engagement is 
considered invaluable in its ability to inform the municipalities  decision making 
process, ensuring that the final decision made by Council are equitable , sustainable 
and well informed.

  

3.    Clarence Action Network supports the establishment of a long-term strategy to protect, 
conserve, and manage public land and facilities across the municipality to enhance the health 
and well-being of residents and maintain habitats for significant flora and fauna. Do you 
support this objective?
What action would you take to propose and develop strategies to achieve this goal?

The culture of dealing openly needs to be changed by engagement; the Council would 
be made aware of areas that its community thinks are valuable to it. In so doing the 
Council builds a relationship of trust and working together with is Community.
 
4.  What new initiatives are you eager to champion if you are elected and why do you see 
these as important to the future of the Clarence community?

:
1.       Setting up coordinated meetings in each local area to facilitate better 

communication between the Council and the Community. 



2.       All Council owned and leased/licenced land within the municipality would go 
through a comprehensive consultation process prior to discussions with developers;

3.       Change the current planning process, the Council recommend to the State 
Government that councils no longer determine the outcome of development 
applications.

4.       The Clarence amalgamations policy to be re-examined with the view that Clarence 
as the largest municipality on the eastern side of Tasmania needs to reconsider all its 
options;

5.       For openness and transparency all closed Council workshops to be open to the 
public!


