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1.    Clarence Action Network is concerned that under the current Council’s administration, 
community members have been given limited opportunities to express their views on the use 
and development of land owned or controlled by Council until well after developers have 
become involved.

If elected, what steps will you take to ensure that community consultation about the divestment
of public land becomes a permanent and essential part of the planning process in Clarence, 
before development proposals are fully formulated?

I believe that there needs to be better engagement with our community by Council 
around proposed development.  Right now it feels that for many Alderman the only time
they are willing to engage with the community is when we hit election time.  If elected, I 
commit to engaging with the community on a regular basis, both in person and by 
social media as well as being available to the community to discuss their concerns and 
feedback in relation to proposed developments.

2.    At a packed public meeting about the proposed hotel development for Rosny Hill Nature 
Reserve, a motion to establish a dedicated public consultation unit within the Clarence Council
was unanimously carried. Do you support this as a priority for the new Council? 

What do you believe should be the priorities for such a unit to improve council/community 
consultation processes across all of its activities and responsibilities?

As a council, Aldermen are elected to represent the residents of Clarence City.  By that 
very definition it is important to take into consideration the views, concerns and 
feedback provided by the people who elected you.   It must be a priority for the council 
to get back to its core function, representing its residents and on that basis I believe 
that it should be a priority to establish a dedicated public consultation unit.  This unit 
would need to prioritise the way in which it communicates with our residents - in an 
ever changing world we need to find different ways to engage the population and 
reverse the apathy that the general population has in respect to local government.

3.    Clarence Action Network supports the establishment of a long-term strategy to protect, 
conserve, and manage public land and facilities across the municipality to enhance the health 
and well-being of residents and maintain habitats for significant flora and fauna. Do you 
support this objective? What action would you take to propose and develop strategies to 
achieve this goal?

I am happy to support the establishment of a long-term strategy in this area however 
this in itself is something that needs to have significant public consultation.  
Development needs to be balanced with the needs of the community but we also need 
to ensure that we work together to make decisions in the best interest of our 
community.  In the end we want to leave Clarence a better place than when we found it 
so that the community and future generations to come reap the rewards of our hard 
work.

4.  What new initiatives are you eager to champion if you are elected and why do you see these as 
important to the future of the Clarence community?

 I want to re-establish the council as the voice which represents the residents of Clarence City
- our city and our residents are changing and the Council too needs to change. I want to 
provide Clarence residents with an avenue to access their Aldermen and involve them in 
shaping the future of our city. I want to see our city grow and prosper so that we have more 
opportunities to offer our children and future generations.


