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1.    Clarence Action Network is concerned that under the current Council’s administration, 
community members have been given limited opportunities to express their views on the use and 
development of land owned or controlled by Council until well after developers have become 
involved.  If elected, what steps will you take to ensure that community consultation about the 
divestment of public land becomes a permanent and essential part of the planning process in 
Clarence, before development proposals are fully formulated?

Yes, I agree that this is a key issue in Clarence. In principle, I believe that more transparency 
and public consultation is a desirable thing that we should strive for and that can be done 
much more effectively in Clarence. A key problem is the state planning laws, which are very 
restrictive and are designed to facilitate an anti-consultation, pro-development agenda.  
Therefore, I would encourage my fellow Councillors to agree to Council lobbying the State 
Government to reform the planning laws to include much greater public consultation.

A common refrain from complicit councillors is that they are simply bound by the planning 
laws. But the evidence that more can be done is shown by Hobart City Council, which has a 
much more progressive, transparent and consultative planning regime than Clarence. idents 
are excluded.

I would review the Community Participation Policy, which is nearly ten years’ old, with a view 
to making this a live and meaningful document. There are plenty of ways that Clarence could 
be more open and active in talking to residents and developers about proposals before the 
formal ‘development application’ process is considered. 

2.    At a packed public meeting about the proposed hotel development for Rosny Hill Nature 
Reserve, a motion to establish a dedicated public consultation unit within the Clarence Council was 
unanimously carried. Do you support this as a priority for the new Council? What do you believe 
should be the priorities for such a unit to improve council/community consultation processes across 
all of its activities and responsibilities?

Yes, I support the establishment of such a unit. There are a huge number of ways such a unit 
could operate to improve local planning, democracy, decision making and transparency. 
Some of these priorities, I believe, should include the following:

  I would like to see the PCU and council survey residents to ask them what they want, don’t I would like to see the PCU and council survey residents to ask them what they want, don’t

want, need and what areas they want protected.

 Review the Public Consultation Policy and provide recommendations about how this policy I would like to see the PCU and council survey residents to ask them what they want, don’t

can be enhanced and included in decision making about planning

 For planning decisions to include consultation with the Public Consultation Unit (PCU). I would like to see the PCU and council survey residents to ask them what they want, don’t

3.    Clarence Action Network supports the establishment of a long-term strategy to protect, conserve,
and manage public land and facilities across the municipality to enhance the health and well-being of 
residents and maintain habitats for significant flora and fauna.  Do you support this objective? Yes, 
100%.  What action would you take to propose and develop strategies to achieve this goal?

I would like to see Council strive to work with residents to answer this question: How can 
local ecosystems, biodiversity and green spaces thrive alongside human activities?

 Preventative health: Identify the ways that Council can improve health and wellbeing through 
a preventative approach, something currently lacking.



 Climate Change: The council does not have ambitious renewable energy or water 
conservation plans. I would like to see the council become a zero-emissions council and to 
rollout solar panels across the area, as is happening in progressive local government areas 
like Darebin.

 A population plan for Clarence: What is the loading capacity for a sustainable population for 
Clarence?

4.  What new initiatives are you eager to champion if you are elected and why do you see these as 
important to the future of the Clarence community?

I would like to see

 An independent audit of Council services, initiatives and spending to ensure that residents  I would like to see the PCU and council survey residents to ask them what they want, don’t

are receiving the best possible services from council.

 I would like to see Council make Clarence the best place to be a child in Tasmania, if not  I would like to see the PCU and council survey residents to ask them what they want, don’t

Australia. 

 As a priority, Council to review its bylaws, with an emphasis on protecting the freedoms of  I would like to see the PCU and council survey residents to ask them what they want, don’t

residents as well as the rights and safety of all residents.

 A zero homelessness plan for Clarence. Given there are thought to be less than 2,000  I would like to see the PCU and council survey residents to ask them what they want, don’t

homeless people in the whole of Tasmania, if it’s not possible for Clarence to provide homes 
for the proportion of homeless people in Clarence – let’s say 200 people – then what does that
say about us?

 A review of the dog walking policy, with a view to finding a better balance between needs of I would like to see the PCU and council survey residents to ask them what they want, don’t

dog owners with non-dog owners. This should involve community participation to work out 
the best places for off-lead areas and a dog drinking fountain in the Wentworth dog park.


