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1.    Clarence Action Network is concerned that  under the current Council’s  administration,
community members have been given limited opportunities to express their views on the use
and development  of  land owned or  controlled  by  Council  until  well  after  developers  have
become involved.
 
If elected, what steps will you take to ensure that community consultation about the divestment
of public land becomes a permanent and essential part of the planning process in Clarence,
before development proposals are fully formulated?

 I am totally opposed to the sale of public land or 99 year leases of anything.  Any facilities on
public  land are to be built  owned and managed by the public.  In the case of  commercial
facilities,  then those facilities are owned by the crown, and leased to operators (PS gov’t
should never operate commercial activities in competition with the private sector – they are
no good at it!

 2.    At  a  packed  public  meeting  about  the  proposed  hotel  development  for  Rosny  Hill  Nature
Reserve, a motion to establish a dedicated public consultation unit within the Clarence Council was
unanimously carried.

Do you support this as a priority for the new Council? 

I would suggest that a public consultation process, rather than a unit be enshrined in law. 
Sometimes it's best to outsource consultation to an independent body as bureaucrats and
politicians are likely to ask loaded questions (as you are doing in this survey).  When issues
are trimmed down to ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ then a binding poll of electors should be held 

What do you believe should be the priorities for such a unit to improve council/community
consultation processes across all of its activities and responsibilities?

You are assuming I support such a unit WITHIN council – I do not. Such a process would
require council to consult with communities to establish whether any development on public
land is supported and if so what the parameters of that development should be.   The next
question is who gets consulted, adjacent residents (as per the planning scheme? Residents
of  the  immediate  area,  residents  of  the  general  area,  residents  of  the  municipality,  the
residents of Tasmania, the aboriginal community, conservationists, - in other words, how do
you propose to set the consultation net?)

3.    Clarence Action Network supports the establishment of a long-term strategy to protect,
conserve, and manage public land and facilities across the municipality to enhance the health
and well-being of residents and maintain habitats for significant flora and fauna.
Do you support this objective?

No. much of the urban landscape has already been developed, it is not feasible (nor desirable)
to preserve degraded landscapes and sometimes sustainable development is the best means
of protecting what’s left,  and reducing anti-social  behaviour.  I  favour setting development
parameters eg skyline reserves where tracks and trails can be developed, and anything else
needs to have minimal impact on both the footprint and the skyline. eg if we did nothing, then
how do you deal with invasive species, fuel reduction needed to prevent total destruction,
hooning etc. we would never develop things like the Mountain Bike Park at Mornington which
has done more to protect the natural values of the Meehan Range than all the covenants and
has ever done.  Development on Rosny Hill is a fait accompli. Having selected a preferred



developer the Council  has now committed us to whatever the developer proposes.   If  the
developer  submits  a  DA and Council  rejects  it  then the RMPAT will  hear  the developers
objection. Any candidate who says he will stop any development is urinating into the wind. I
propose a sustainable,  development  for  Rosny Hill,  within the existing road and car park
footprint, and built into the ground to reduce skyline impact. A sub-terrain   restaurant and
function centre that caters to the lunchtime tourist trade and provides fine dining and a sorely
needed function centre with magnificent views (albeit of the western shore).

 
What action would you take to propose and develop strategies to achieve this goal?

See, this is a loaded question, assuming I support the goal in the first place. This is exactly
the sort of consultation that got us into this mess in the first place.
 

4.  What new initiatives are you eager to champion if you are elected and why do you see
these as important to the future of the Clarence community?

Rates – as reported in the 2017 , DPAC  Rates Report, Clarence rates are 20% above the state
average, way above Kingston and above Glenorchy
Roads – traffic congestion will not go away, the 1960’s traffic strategy (depicted as ‘future
roads’) on our street maps needs to be implemented
Rubbish – recycling is a myth. Plastics in particular should be buried for future mining, collect
green bins (putrescibles) need collection on a weekly basis and used to generate gas, with
humus returned to gardens
Reserves  -  Urban  flora  and  fauna  reserves  need  useable  pathways  and  interpretation  of
natural and cultural values – start with David Leaman’s book – A Walk Into History and use
interpretive  signs  to  help  people  understand  the  geological,  flora,  fauna,  Aboriginal  and
European  values  of  our  space.  Link  skyline  and  foreshore  reserves  with  reserves  on
watercourses to provide public social spaces.
Develop  a  visitor  strategy,  in  particular  Tri-works  (Droughty)  Point  that  played  such  an
important part in early Tasmanian whaling  history.


