
Candidate ----------  Wendy Kennedy

1.    Clarence Action Network is concerned that under the current Council’s administration, 
community members have been given limited opportunities to express their views on the use 
and development of land owned or controlled by Council until well after developers have 
become involved.
 
If elected, what steps will you take to ensure that community consultation about the divestment
of public land becomes a permanent and essential part of the planning process in Clarence, 
before development proposals are fully formulated?

 

Council cannot expect to properly serve its community if it does not meaningfully consult 
with it. Procedures must be established to ensure open and honest communication is part of 
any proposal or process especially regarding public land.  I will work to ensure a designated 
communications resource within council that is not re-active but PRO-ACTIVE. Utilising 
technology and best-practice methodology residents will know what is happening in their 
neighbourhoods, can actively participate, and can grow to trust their Council.

2.    At a packed public meeting about the proposed hotel development for Rosny Hill Nature 
Reserve, a motion to establish a dedicated public consultation unit within the Clarence Council
was unanimously carried. Do you support this as a priority for the new Council? What do you 
believe should be the priorities for such a unit to improve council/community consultation 
processes across all of its activities and responsibilities?

Yes. A modern customer-focused communications unit equipped to deal with major planning 
issues as well as ‘mum and dad’ developments. Complex information should be pared down 
for all to understand. It should inform residents of what is going on in their municipality, help 
them navigate Council and make representations. A ‘user friendly’ unit with a ‘can do’ 
approach. The world has moved to a new way of communicating and council needs to too. 

3.    Clarence Action Network supports the establishment of a long-term strategy to protect, 
conserve, and manage public land and facilities across the municipality to enhance the health 
and well-being of residents and maintain habitats for significant flora and fauna.Do you support
this objective?
 What action would you take to propose and develop strategies to achieve this goal?

Yes. Council has an obligation to ensure the wellbeing of residents. This may be through the 
appropriate development of public land and facilities or via conservation. I will work to ensure
proper community consultation processes and the establishment of long-term and ongoing 
strategic planning that encompasses the protection, conservation, management and 
expansion of public land and facilities to future-proof Clarence and ensure our grandchildren 
can enjoy those things that we love about our communities. 

4.  What new initiatives are you eager to champion if you are elected and why do you see 
these as important to the future of the Clarence community?

I will champion the involvement of our young people in local government and work to engage 
them to nominate for Council. At the next election I want to see a more diverse line-up of 
candidates that better represents those living in our municipality. Candidates who really want 
to serve residents and ratepayers, who will work to ensure a bright future for Clarence, and 
not just use it as a stepping stone to a political career. 


